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answer here.
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TONIGHT'S PROGRAMME

Ilkley Concert Club
Registered Charity No. 506886

The Club records its appreciation of the invaluable assistance and support
given by the City of Bradford Metropolitan Council.

SUPPORTING AND CHAMPIONING
VOLUNTARY MUSIC

Finzi
Childhood among the ferns (from Before and After Summer op 16)

Schubert
Im Haine D.738 | Der Wanderer D.649 | Der Einsame D.800

Finzi
Amabel (from Before and After Summer op 16)

Schubert
Liebhaber in allen Gestalten D.558 | An Rosa D.316 

Die Liebe hat gelogen D.751 

Finzi
Channel Firing (from Before and After Summer op 16)

Schubert
Rückweg D.476 

Totengräbers Heimweh D.842 | Auf den Tod einer Nachtigall D.399 

Schubert
Im Frühling D.882 | Herbst D.945

Finzi
Earth and Air and Rain op 15

INTERVAL
(Coffee, tea and bar facilities available in the Winter Garden)



A Voyage Around Hardy
(A programme devised by Roderick Williams and Iain Burnside)

We are grateful to Roderick Williams for this introduction

Most singers and pianists who specialise in art song would have little
difficulty in agreeing that Franz Schubert is the apotheosis of Lieder 
writing; his songs manage to be moving, profound, intellectually rigorous and,
above all, disarmingly humble, all at the same time. Great Britain over the
centuries has also produced some heavyweights in the world of art song 
and yet the suspicion lingers that this country’s composers somehow don’t
match up to the ‘golden standard’.

It has often struck me that the combination of Thomas Hardy’s extraordinary
and distinctive poetry with Gerald Finzi’s powerful empathetic music can hold
its own against any other music in this genre. I wanted to construct a
programme that would showcase some of Finzi’s masterpieces alongside a
sympathetic choice of Schubert’s songs; a rhapsodic, free association of poetic
thoughts and images.

In the first half of the programme, a few songs from Finzi’s Before and After
Summer trigger a group of Schubert songs that resonate with themes from
Hardy’s poems. In the second half, Finzi’s Earth and Air and Rain is prefaced
by two Schubert songs that are equally concerned with Hardy’s favourite
tropes – Time and the Seasons.

GERALD FINZI (1901-1956)   Before and After Summer, op 16
Childhood among the ferns

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828) Lieder
Im Haine D.738 | Der Wanderer D.649 | Der Einsame D.800

The son of a ship broker, Gerald Finzi began to study music as a schoolboy 
in Harrogate. When Finzi was eight years old, his father died. His tutor,
Ernest Farrah, described the young Gerald as ‘very shy but full of poetry.’
Farrah’s death on the Western front, together with the loss of all three 
of Finzi’s brothers, affected him deeply. He found solace in the poetry of
Traherne, Christina Rossetti and, above all, Thomas Hardy. He wrote 
large-scale choral and orchestral works, including a very popular clarinet
concerto, but it is in his Hardy songs that he reveals his inner self. A constant
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theme (perhaps not surprising given the sad events of his own life) is that of
childhood corrupted by adult experience; one is reminded of Yeats – ‘the
ceremony of innocence is drowned’. A friend of Vaughan Williams and Holst,
Finzi died tragically young, contracting the then fatal Hodgkin’s disease just
as his career was beginning to take off. He died in Oxford in 1955; on the
previous evening he had heard on the radio the triumphant first performance
of his cello concerto.

Before and After Summer was first performed in a BBC broadcast in October
1949. Finzi insisted upon calling it a collection of songs, rather than a song
cycle in the sense of Schubert or Mahler. Childhood among the ferns appears
in Hardy’s posthumous collection, Winter Words published in 1928. As often
with Hardy, the poem is a reminiscence of an actual event: Florence Hardy, the
poet’s second wife, wrote that, ‘He [Hardy] was lying on his back in the sun,
thinking how useless he was, and covered his face with a straw hat. The sun's
rays streamed through the interstices of the straw, the lining having
disappeared. Reflecting on his experiences of the world so far as he had got,
he came to the conclusion that he did not wish to grow up.’

This first set of Schubert Lieder speaks of solitary reflection and enjoyment
of nature: in Im Haine [In the grove] the poet is enjoying the sunshine; Der
Wanderer [The traveller] is treading a lonely night-time path; whereas Der
Einsame [The lonely one] is by his fireside listening to the crickets’ song.

GERALD FINZI (1901-1956)   Before and After Summer, op 16
Amabel

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828) Lieder
Liebhaber in allen Gestalten D.558 | An Rosa D.316

Die Liebe hat gelogen D.751

Amabel was a Mrs Martin, an older woman in Dorchester to whom the young
Thomas Hardy had formed an attachment. The poem relates to a meeting
many years later, the passage of time having destroyed her looks together with
Hardy's feelings toward her.

Next we visit the uncertainties of love: in Liebhaber in allen Gestalten
[Lovers in all shapes] the poet (Goethe in this case) envisages himself as a
fish, a horse and other animals but realises he can only be what he is; 
in An Rosa [To Rose] if only his loved one were nearer all would be well; 
Die Liebe hat gelogen [Love has lied] speaks for itself.



GERALD FINZI (1901-1956)   Before and After Summer, op 16
Channel Firing

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828) Lieder
Rückweg D.476  

Totengräbers Heimweh D.842 | Auf den Tod einer Nachtigall D.399

Channel Firing is not only one of Hardy’s finest poems but, set to Finzi’s
music, one of the greatest songs in the whole English canon. Opening in a
brooding C minor, it is almost a miniature symphony, its mood shifting from
deep gloom through a quizzical, scherzo-like passage to a seemingly
transcendent conclusion. The poem was written in April 1914, just months
before the outbreak of war, and has been described as ‘the finest poem ever
written from the perspective of a skeleton’. Gunnery practice animates human
remains in a country churchyard and leads to a discussion, in which God
participates, about the inescapable horrors of war. At the end, we feel that we
may have escaped into a more tranquil nightscape, illuminated by starlight.
However, it would not have escaped Hardy that Stourton Tower, where the
song comes to rest, was a folly built to commemorate the end of the Seven
Years War, a conflict which had little, if any, meaning in the lives of the Dorset
labourers who constructed the memorial.

The Schubert set starts with Rückweg [The way back] in which the poet, on
his way to Vienna, recalls the country he is leaving behind where he could be
‘free, among free people’. Then we take on a more sombre note: Totengräbers
Heimweh [Gravedigger’s homesickness] is not for the country but for heaven
itself and in Auf den Tod einer Nachtigall [On the death of a nightingale] even
beauty must die.

(First Half Duration: approx. 40 mins) 

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828) Lieder
Im Frühling D.882 | Herbst D.945

In our last Lieder life is echoing the seasons: the poet of Im Frühling [In
Spring] is experiencing a new Spring while remembering the previous one
when he had been so happy in love; in Herbst [Autumn] the season with its
gaunt trees and chill winds speaks of the death of love.

INTERVAL
(Coffee, tea and bar facilities available in the Winter Garden)



GERALD FINZI (1901-1956) Earth and Air and Rain, op 15
Summer Schemes | When I set out for Lyonesse | Waiting both

The Phantom | So I have fared | Rollicum-Rorum | To Lizbie Browne 
The Clock of the Years | In a Churchyard | The Proud Songsters

Earth and Air and Rain was composed between 1928 and 1935 and premiered
at the National Gallery in July 1945. The songs are drawn from collections
published by Hardy throughout his career. Of particular note are: 

When I set out for Lyonesse: Lyonesse was a mythical, submerged land off the
coast of Cornwall. It was said to have been the home of Tristan. In Hardy’s
mind, Lyonesse lay near Boscastle, where, as a young architect, Hardy carried
out repairs at St Julitta’s church. It was whilst working there that he met Emma
Gifford, who would become his first wife.

The Phantom: Having neglected her for years, Hardy was overcome by
remorse when Emma died in 1912. His unfortunate second wife, Florence, had
to accompany her husband on painful visits to Boscastle where this poem was
written in 1914. 

Rollicum-Rorum: The poem first appears in the novel The Trumpet Major, set
in 1803, and is sung by a sergeant major to raise the spirits of the troops as
they set off to fight ‘Boney’.

To Lizbie Browne: Another painful memory for the poet; the teenage Hardy
fell in love with the pretty red-haired daughter of a gamekeeper who despised
her younger admirer.

The Proud Songsters: Finally, from Winter Words, a song of hope from the
depths of an extreme scepticism.

(Second Half Duration: approx. 39 mins)

Finzi Programme notes © C.N. Lane
Schubert Programme notes © C.J. Skidmore

Finzi – Before and after summer was last performed at ICC on 12/03/2014;
this is a first performance at ICC of Earth and Air and Rain.
Schubert Lieder are first performances at ICC except Die Liebe hat gelogen
was last performed on 25/10/1950 and Rückweg was last performed on
30/11/1983



Tonight, we are privileged to be the first audience to hear a programme of
songs by Finzi and Schubert devised by Roderick Williams and Iain
Burnside which will soon be heard at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, with
London performances planned for the autumn.

Of course, Roderick Williams is no stranger to us. His immensely busy
concert schedule means that since his last visit to Ilkley five years ago his
diary has been packed with a huge variety of engagements, in the fields of
opera, oratorio, solo recitals and more. During his career Roderick has
sung with all the BBC orchestras and many of the world’s great ensembles.
Highlights since he was last here include his appearance at the Last Night
of the Proms in 2014. The following year he sang Christus in Peter Seller’s
staging of the St John Passion with the Berlin Philharmonic under Sir
Simon Rattle. He sang this role again with the Berlin Phil last month and
with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment just last week. Recently he
sang the baritone role in the staging of Britten’s War Requiem which was
filmed by BBC television.

As a recitalist Roderick’s festival appearances include the BBC Proms,
Edinburgh, Aldeburgh, Bath and Melbourne festivals. He can often be 
heard at the Wigmore Hall, Kings Place, LSO St Luke’s and Perth 
Concert Hall, Oxford Lieder Festival, London Song Festival, the Vienna 
Musikverein, the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam, and luckily for us, is often
in Leeds at Leeds Lieder. On BBC Radio 3 he has participated in Iain 
Burnside’s Voices programme. He has recently completed a series of
programmes for Radio 3, Three Years with Schubert, which is about the 
work involved in learning the three Schubert song cycles that he has 
recorded with Iain for Chandos.

Roderick Williams was born in 1965 in North London. He was a choral
scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford, and worked as a music teacher
before training at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. While there
he made his operatic debut as Tarquinius in Britten’s Rape of Lucretia, a
part he maintains in his active repertory. The many awards he has won
include the 2nd Prize at the Kathleen Ferrier Singing Competition in 1994.
Roderick is also a composer and has had works premiered at the Wigmore
and Barbican Halls, the Purcell Room and live on national radio.

RODERICK WILLIAMS & IAIN BURNSIDE



Here’s an interesting fact that you probably didn’t know about Roderick.
In his own words: ‘I used to be a member of a four-piece a cappella band;
we were on Bob Says Opportunity Knocks in the days before The X Factor
and managed to stay all the way to the grand final at the London Palladium.
Bohemian Rhapsody was our party piece. Because we were a cappella we
could sing anywhere – on the stairs, on a boat, on table tops in pubs. We
honed our art singing on the Paris Metro platforms and once serenaded the
passengers as we walked the wrong way up an escalator!!’

Iain Burnside is returning to Ilkley after far too long a break – some 26
years to be precise! In 1992 he was the pianist for tenor Adrian Thompson
and the following year he appeared with oboist, Douglas Boyd, and
bassoonist, Robin O’Neill. Since those far off days Iain has appeared in
recital with many of the world’s leading singers, including Ailish Tynan,
Joyce Di Donato, Andrew Watts, Lawrence Brownlee and Benjamin Appl
and of course, Roderick Williams. He is also an insightful programmer
with an instinct for the ‘telling juxtaposition’. His recordings straddle an
exuberantly eclectic repertoire ranging from Beethoven and Schubert to
the cutting edge, as in the Gramophone Award-winning NMC Songbook,
a collection of solo songs and duets by contemporary British composers.
Recent recordings include Rachmaninov Songs with 7 outstanding Russian
artists. According to The Daily Telegraph ‘The results are electrifying’.
Iain’s passion for English songs is reflected in acclaimed CDs of Britten,
Finzi, Ireland, Butterworth and Vaughan Williams, many of them with
Roderick Williams with whom he is in the process of recording the three
Schubert song cycles.  

Away from the piano, Burnside is active as a writer and broadcaster. As
presenter of BBC Radio 3’s Voices he won a Sony Radio Award. For
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, he has devised a number of singular
theatre pieces. A Soldier and a Maker is based on the life of Ivor Gurney
and was performed at the Barbican Centre and at the Cheltenham Festival.
It was later broadcast on BBC Radio 3 on Armistice Day. His project
Swansong, is a cross-arts production which is a story about Schubert’s final
masterpiece told by a singer, a pianist and six actors. It was premiered at
the Kilkenny Festival and performed in Milton Court in November.

Iain is Artistic Director of the Ludlow English Song Weekend and Artistic
Consultant to Grange Park Opera.

Biographical notes compiled by Sarah Warnes



CLUB NOTES

75th Season and Memories

Earlier this year we mentioned that our concert planning team were well
advanced in putting together what we trust will be a very special season
of concerts to celebrate the Club’s 75th Season (2020/21). As part of our
plans we are thinking of updating the history booklets prepared for the
50th and 60th seasons by producing one for the 75th Season.

Histories are all the more interesting when they include personal
anecdotes and observations and, approaching such a milestone, does allow
us to reflect upon special concerts and occasions over the years. I well
remember one of the first concerts I attended, a month or so after we
moved north, when the Fibonacci Sequence played the quintet version of
Strauss’s Till Eulenspiegel and then introduced me to the music of Arthur
Butterworth. The joy and exuberance of the music-making that evening
made it certain that we would become members.

It would be very interesting to hear from members about what the club has
meant to them over the years, or of particularly memorable moments in
their experience. If you would be prepared to share your memories please
contact Robert Templar (Vice-Chair), either catch him at an interval, email
(rdtemplar@btinternet.com) or phone (07720409611).  

74th Season (2019-2020) Diary Dates

We are pleased to let you know next season’s diary dates. As usual all
concerts will start at 8pm.

Next month’s club notes will include details about the artists and
composers featured in each concert. 

Chris Skidmore (Chair of ICC)

Wednesday October 9th 2019

Wednesday November 6th 2019

Wednesday December 4th 2019

Wednesday January 15th 2020

Wednesday February 12th 2020

Wednesday March 4th 2020

Wednesday April 1st 2020

Wednesday May 13th 2020



RECOMMENDED RECORDINGS

NEXT CONCERT – WEDNESDAY 8th MAY 2019 AT 8PM

ALBAN GERHARDT cello, STEVEN OSBORNE piano

Schumann Fünf Stücke im Volkston, op 102

Brahms Sonata no. 2 in F major, op 99

De Falla Siete Canciones populares
(arr Marechall)

Debussy Estampes

Ravel Alborada del gracioso
(arr Castelnuovo-Tedesco)
Habanera (arr Bazelaire)
Tzigane (arr Varga)

Ticket Sales: Contact Jennie Rundle at icc.jennie@gmail.com  OR  01943 609045
Members: Please let Jennie know in good time if you can’t come

Finzi: Tonight’s artists are perhaps the best advocates of these songs on
record, with 2 medium price CDs from Naxos – 8.557644 and 8.557963, and
the recording quality is excellent. A good alternative comes from Hyperion
CDD22070 as a budget 2CD set. The song cycles are shared between Stephen
Varcoe (baritone) and Martyn Hill (tenor), with Clifford Benson (piano). 
As usual with Hyperion the presentation and recording quality are excellent.

Schubert: With this composer’s songs it is usually a matter of choosing
your favourite lieder singer and accompanist. I am suggesting 3 recordings
which give a good selection of more popular songs. On Harmonia Mundi
HMC 902141 (full price), the baritone Matthias Goerne is accompanied by
Andreas Haefliger. Christian Gerhaher, one of my favourite lieder singers of
the modern generation, has Gerhard Huber at the piano. The Sony full price
CD has the rather awkward number 88883712172. From an older generation,
and my overall favourite, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, with Gerald Moore as
accompanist, is on DGG E474 1732 at medium price.

Raymond Waud.  raywaud@gmail.com

v
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Friday 24 May 2019     7.30pm

Russian Philharmonic
(of Novosibirsk)

One of the greatest Russian regional orchestras, which has toured

extensively throughout Europe and worldwide,

come to Bradford as part of the 2019 concert season.

Thomas Sanderling Conductor

Alexander Sitkovetsky Violin

TCHAIKOVSKY  Romeo and Juliet, Fantasy Overture

TCHAIKOVSKY  Violin Concerto

MUSSORGSKY  Pictures at an Exhibition

For more information visit: bradford-theatres.co.uk



Dale Eddison is a proud sponsor of
Ilkley Concert Club



A voyage around Hardy 
Song texts 

English poems by Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) 

German poems as set by Franz Schubert 

English translations by Helen Stevens 

Part I 



Friedrich von Schlegel (1772-1829)

Franz von Bruchmann (1798-1867)



Karl Lappe (1773-1843)



1, 2, 7 and 9

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)



August von Platen (1796-1835)

Ludwig Gotthard Theobul Kosegarten (1758-1818)



Johann Mayrhofer (1787-1836)



Jakob Nicolaus von Craigher de Jachelutta (1797-1855)

Ludwig Hölty (1748-1776)



Interval 



Ernst Schulze (1789-1817)

Part II 



Ludwig Rellstab (1799-1860)



Turn over 



After reading Psalms XXXIX, XL, etc. 



Turn over 
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